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 The submission deadline for all material
intended for publication in the Masterlink is the

bi-monthly State meetings.

DISCLAIMER
Masterlink is the ofýcial publication of ABATE of
Florida, Inc. and accepts no responsibility for the

comments or opinions contained in this publication.

DONATIONS TO
ABATE OF FLORIDA INC.
ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE

FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
You are encouraged to submit letters about ABATE related

events, stories, articles, photographs, poems, commentaries etc.

All items become the property of ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Please make items print ready. Leave at least 1/2” border on all sides.

Please do not submit slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity.

ABATE of FLORIDA INC. will not accept any advertising that
discriminates against any type of motorcyclist.

ADVERTISING RATES (PER ISSUE)
Full page $113.42             Quarter Page $33.44
Half page $56.85            Business Card $16.05

All rates show sales tax.
Those that advertise for one consecutive year in

the Masterlink (6 issues) will receive one
advertisement of equal value FREE.

Full payment must accompany ad copy and form. All ads must
be camera ready. Advertisers will receive one copy of each
issue of Masterlink in which their advertisement appears.

Non-ABATE event þyers are subject to Masterlinkôs advertising rates.
As a courtesy there is no charge for beneýt þyers.

Non-ABATE þyers are subject to space availability.

ABATE of Florida, Inc. reserves the right to accept or reject
any advertiser at the discretion of the State Board of Directors.

GOALS AND PURPOSES OF ABATE
• To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with

regard to legislative actions and events around the
state and throughout the country

• To become a powerful and viable political force in
legislative matters concerning all motorcyclists rights

Å To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE OF
FLORIDA, INC. on the state and national level

• To promote voter registration and motivate members
to write their legislators

• To promote safe riding habits without infringing on
individual rights

• To educate the public about motorcycle awareness

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT
The Masterlink is the state publication of ABATE of Florida, Inc.

Published bi-monthly (six times a year).
ABATE ofFlorida, Inc.

PO Box 2520
DeLand, Florida 32721-2520
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STATE MEETINGS 2009
	 February 14	 Gulf Coast
	 April 12	 Tallahassee
	 June 13	 Lake County
	 August 8	 Caloosahatchee
	 October 10	 Hillsborough
	 December 12	 Southwest 

NEXT STATE MEETING
Saturday, February 14, Pensacola , FL

REMINDER!
Flyers for chapter and beneýt

events taking place during the months of
APRIL 2009/MAY 2009

must be to the Masterlink Editor
by the October 2008 State Meeting.

Be sure to provide a copy of all such þyers
to each of the STATE BOD and the

State Ofýce Manager.

Thank you!

WEB SITES of INTEREST
http ://ajr.newslink.org/þnews.html

www.hsmv.state.þ.us/
www.leg.state.þ.us/

http://ama-cycle.org/legisltn/
statewatch/þ.html
www.bikernet.com
www.aimncom.com

If you ýnd a website that would be of interest to your 
fellow members please forward it to the Masterlink
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
   The December state meeting has come to a close and by the time you read this the Holidays will be over.  I hope 

everyone had a great time over the holidays with their families and friends.

   It looks like itôs is going to be a tough year for our country and state.  The country is in a recession and could be 
headed into a depression.  All the states have to adjust their budgets including Florida.  That means cuts in all typesô 
of services including education and medical.  One way they will try and compensate will be to charge higher fees 
again on tickets, license plates and any other thing they can ýnd.  We must be on the look out for attempts to make 
motorcyclists pay for a lot of these cuts.  

   Abate of Florida, Inc. has always fought for everyone on two and three wheels.  That is what we were formed for 
over a quarter of a century ago.  It is certainly not the time for us to step aside because of a few people who claim they 
are members but do absolutely nothing but complain.  You donôt see them at events or at your meetings and you donôt 
see them in Tallahassee on the Freedom Ride. Even so we will continue to ýght for their rights also.

   The Freedom Ride in April is the most important ride you will go on in any year.  What is your Freedom worth?  Is 
it worth taking a day off and riding to the Capitol and seeing your legislators and their aides?  They need to hear from 
you their constituents and people they represent.  You have a free campground to stay in so all its costs is gas and that 
one day of work to take off.  I know with the economy the way it is this year thatôs asking a lot but what is the price of 
the alternative?

   On the weekend of January 24-25 is the Full Throttle event in Tampa.  Abate will have two booths set up with 
safety items and membership.  Please stop by and see the members working there and thank them for volunteering 
their time for the organization.

  After that itôs Bike Week again and we need your help and also just to stay at the campground.  Why go to a 
campground that charges twice what abate does?  You can stay there for half the money and that leaves you the other 
half to party on, seems pretty economical to me.

   Then comes April with our biggest event of the year the run to the Capitol.  Everybody who rides should be there 
if they value their freedom and their rights.  Slowly but surely they are disappearing and there is no end in sight.  
When they are gone and we can only ride the motorcycle that the World Congress is pushing from Honda remember 
where you were at the time they outlawed Harley and other brands of motorcycles.  Then weôll hear complaining and 
screaming about how we didnôt do anything for their rights and my ýrst question will be Where Were You when we 
asked for help???

  Thanks go out to Southwest Chapter for hosting the December meeting.  The February meeting will be hosted by 
Gulf Coast Chapter.  A special thank you from Danny Fish and me to TJ and Nancy for the beautiful Christmas gifts 
they gave us at the state meeting.  Until then the next time Ride safe and free!!!
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2006-2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
STATE OFFICE
ABATE of Florida, Inc.
PO Box 2520
DeLand, FL 32721-2520
(386) 943-9610 (Fax Same)
E-mail: þ abate@bellsouth.net

PRESIDENT
James ñDocò Reichenbach II
PO Box 712
Silver Springs, FL 34489
(352) 625-6353 (Fax Same)
(352) 506-5001 (Pager)
E-mail: abateþ @worldnet.att.net

VICE PRESIDENT
Danny ñDocò Fish 
PO Box 2225
Pace, FL 32571-2225
(850) 994-3652
(850) 995-8517 (Fax)
E-mail: dý sh30775@aol.com

SECRETARY
Bob Alexander
PO Box 848
Sebring, FL 33871-0848
(863) 385-2556
(863) 385-7236 (Fax)
E-mail: freddymac@ct.net

TREASURER
Patti Nasrallah
PO Box 16309
Temple Terrace, FL 33687-6309
(813) 695-9203
(813)664-0543
E-mail: patti.winter@gte.net

SGT. AT ARMS
Dennis ñMudderò Rudio
PO Box 2520
DeLand, FL 32721-2520
(407) 699-9748 (Fax Same)
E-mail: drudio@hotmail.com

PR/COMMUNICATIONS
BG Lyman
PO Box 2809
Land O Lakes, FL 34639-2809
(386) 490-4821
E-mail: statepr-communications@abateþ orida.com

MEMBERSHIP
Val Loper
PO Box 220346
Hollywood, FL 33022-0346
Phone (954) 309-3505
E-mail: statemembership@abateþ orida.com

MASTERLINK EDITOR
Bob von Bulow
PO Box 238172
Allandale, FL 32123-8172
(386) 760-6610 (Fax Same)
E-mail: abateþ ink@yahoo.com

LEGAL COUNSEL
Larry Crow
1247 S. Pinellas Ave.
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689-3719
(727) 945-1112
(727) 945-9224 (Fax)
E-mail: crowlaw@tampabay.rr.com

LEGISLATIVE 
Mike Price
PO Box 358024
Gainesville, FL 32635-8024
(352) 359-3005
(352) 373-7436 (Fax)
E-mail: statelegislative@abateþ orida.com

PRODUCTS
Steve ñCaretakerò Knee
PO Box 2077
Pace, FL 32571-2077
(850) 529-4446
(850) 995-9113 (Fax)
E-mail: stateproducts@abateþ orida.com

DIRECTOR 0F SAFETY EDUCATION
Lana Lang
PO Box 721122
Orlando, FL 32872-1122
(407) 277-7086 (Fax Same)
E-mail: abatesafety@bellsouth.net

WEB SITE
http://www.abateþ orida.com

LEGISLATIVE HOT LINE
1-866-FLABATE (1-866-352-2283)
Toll Free Inside Florida Only

WEB PROBLEMS
Patti Nasrallah
(813) 695-9203
E-mail: patti.winter@gte.net

Patti Nasrallah
(813) 695-9203
E-mail: patti.winter@gte.net
(813) 695-9203
E-mail: patti.winter@gte.net
(813) 695-9203
E-mail: patti.winter@gte.net

NEXT STATE MEETING
February 14, 2009   Pensacola Beach, FL
SEE FLYER INSIDE FOR MORE INFORMATION
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CHAPTER UPDATE REPORT
September 2008

            NewChapter  Members  New  Renewal  Deleted  Deliquent  Voters  Life Members  Transfer  % Growth   Late  % Voters  Member

AT LARGE 556 2 0 2 9 394 424  -1.24%  71% -7
ALACHUA 180 6 2 5 4 126 80  1.69%  70% 2
BIG BEND 74 1 1 5 6 62 10  -6.33%  84% -5
BLACK CREEK 144 2 2 8 10 108 43  -5.26%  75% -8
BREVARD 344 20 3 5 6 270 131 1 4.24%  78% 14
CALOOSAHATCHEE 307 9 2 11 4 240 41  1.66%  78% 5
DAYTONA BEACH 273 3 7 7 5 197 147 1 -0.36%  72% -2
DUVAL 130 11 0 3 2 97 66  7.44%  75% 9
ESTERO RIVER 310 8 4 2 4 244 60 1 1.97%  79% 4
FIRST COAST 28 0 0 0 0 19 4  0.00%  68% 0
FOREST 172 4 4 8 9 144 52 2 -3.91%  84% -5
FREEDOM 103 3 1 6 12 82 32  -9.65%  80% -9
GATOR ALLEY 434 13 7 9 10 342 183  1.64%  79% 3
GULF COAST 370 7 5 10 3 304 188  1.65%  82% 4
HILLSBOROUGH 318 5 4 1 14 260 103  -2.75%  82% -9
INDEPENDENCE 932 17 18 31 32 697 306  -1.48%  75% -15
INDIAN RIVER 43 0 0 4 4 34 18  -8.51%  79% -4
INERSTATE 149 2 4 4 5 110 79  -1.32%  74% -3
LAKE 286 9 1 4 9 197 122  -0.35%  69% 0
NATURE COAST 88 6 0 3 2 81 19  4.76%  92% 4
PALM BEACH 261 6 12 10 7 153 44 1 0.77%  59% -1
PANHANDLE 26 0 0 3 2 19 19  -7.14%  73% -2
PEACE RIVER 401 2 13 13 11 349 169 1 -1.96%  87% -9
POLK COUNTY 135 3 9 2 6 108 63  1.50%  80% -3
PUTNAM 90 1 0 10 6 72 54  -5.26%  80% -5
RIDGE MANOR 52 7 1 3 0 23 9  10.64% 45 44% 7
SEMINOLE 109 0 1 3 1 81 58 1 0.93%  74% -1
SOUTHEAST 670 9 10 26 22 479 212 1 -1.62%  71% -13
SOUTHERNMOST 337 0 3 8 2 265 170  -0.59%  79% -2
SOUTHWEST 149 5 2 7 6 123 61  0.00%  83% -1
SUMTER COUNTY  78 0 0 0 0 54 1  0.00% N 69% 0
VINTAGE 42 1 0 0 0 36 3  2.44%  86% 1
WEST COAST 263 13 2 9 8 213 110  1.94%  81% 5

TOTALS 7854 175 118 222 221 5983 3081  -0.34% 1 76%
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CHAPTER UPDATE REPORT
October 2008

            NewChapter  Members  New  Renewal  Deleted  Deliquent  Voters  Life Members  Transfer  % Growth   Late  % Voters  Member

AT LARGE 550 0 0 9 10 389 425 3 -1.08%  71% -10
ALACHUA 186 5 5 2 1 130 80  3.33%  70% 4
BIG BEND 74 5 4 6 5 62 10  0.00%  84% 0
BLACK CREEK 150 9 14 6 7 116 45  4.17%  77% 2
BREVARD 352 12 15 6 4 274 133  2.33%  78% 8
CALOOSAHATCHEE 310 8 1 4 4 242 43 1 0.98% 20 78% 4
DAYTONA BEACH 270 3 4 5 6 196 148  -1.10%  73% -3
DUVAL 137 9 2 2 2 101 67  5.38%  74% 7
ESTERO RIVER 313 8 8 3 6 245 62  0.97%  78% 2
FIRST COAST 29 1 1 0 0 19 5  3.57%  66% 1
FOREST 175 5 6 8 3 146 53  1.74%  83% 2
FREEDOM 106 6 2 11 4 83 32  2.91%  78% 2
GATOR ALLEY 437 7 6 8 6 346 184  0.69%  79% 1
GULF COAST 367 22 4 3 25 304 189  -0.81% 6 83% -3
HILLSBOROUGH 329 34 32 12 25 267 105  3.46%  81% 9
INDEPENDENCE 912 10 10 30 32 687 307  -2.15%  75% -22
INDIAN RIVER 42 0 0 4 1 33 18  -2.33% N 79% -1
INERSTATE 159 10 1 5 0 117 79  6.71%  74% 10
LAKE 280 6 2 9 12 189 122  -2.10%  68% -6
NATURE COAST 85 5 2 2 8 82 19  -3.41%  96% -3
PALM BEACH 268 14 21 4 10 159 44  2.68%  59% 4
PANHANDLE 25 0 0 2 1 18 18 1 -3.85%  72% -1
PEACE RIVER 387 3 8 10 18 335 170  -3.49%  87% -15
POLK COUNTY 136 2 2 5 2 109 63  0.74%  80% 0
PUTNAM 93 6 1 5 4 75 54  3.33%  81% 2
RIDGE MANOR 42 0 0 3 0 27 9  -19.23% N 64% 0
SEMINOLE 112 6 1 1 3 84 58  2.75%  75% 3
SOUTHEAST 664 11 17 18 18 473 212 2 -0.90%  71% -7
SOUTHERNMOST 331 5 1 2 11 260 171  -1.78%  79% -6
SOUTHWEST 147 3 3 4 8 122 61 1 -1.34%  83% -5
SUMTER COUNTY  68 0 0 0 10 47 1  -12.82% N 69% -10
VINTAGE 42 0 0 0 0 36 3  0.00%  86% 0
WEST COAST 259 3 6 0 9 208 110  -1.52%  80% -6

TOTALS 7837 218 179 189 255 5981 3100  -0.22% 2 76% 
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ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.
DELEGATES MEETING December, 2008, Southwest CHAPTER HOSTING AT Ft. Myers, FL

 
Meeting called to order at 2:27 pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence to remember our service 
personnel who are currently in harms way, by President James ñDocò Reichenbach.  Board members present were:    Danny 
ñDocò Fish Vice President, Treasurer Patti Nasrallah, Secretary Bob Alexander, Membership Trustee Val Loper, Masterlink 
Editor Bob von Bulow, Public Relations Ofýcer BG Lyman, Legislative Trustee Mike Price, Legal Council Larry Crow, and 
Products Trustee Steve ñCaretakerò Knee.  Also present were Assistant Sgt at Arms TJ Painter, and Assistant Sgt at Arms 
Dennis ñMudderò Rudoi. 

Absent were Assistant Sgt at Arms Dan Daniel, Sergeant-at-Arms ñFrenchiò Morland, and Safety Director Lana Lang.

Next board meeting is, January 17, 2009 10am at the board ofýce.

The following Delegates represented their chapters: 

Alachua-Jim Burrow, John Short	 Inerstate-Larry Overýeld, Tom Higgins
Big Bend-absent	 Lake-Griz Deaver, Vera Deaver
Black Creek-Herb Hilderbrand, Tom Nugent	 Nature Coast-Wayne Carawan, Karen Carawan
Brevard-Theresa Clifton, Michael Bowden	 Palm Beach-Dan Henderson, Budd Aubry
Caloosahatchee-Alberta Clark, Earl Clark	 Peace River-Bill Bird, Bill Neal
Daytona Beach-Ken Holland, Kathy Holland	 Polk County-Robert Fletcher, Joanne Fletcher
Duval-Kelly Chaires, Terry Cook	 Putnam County- Pauline Sasser, Herlon Sasser
Estero River-Larry Peterson, Kinsey Winstead	 Ridge Manor-closed
First Coast-Wanda Garrison	 Seminole County- Mychelle Dillenbeck, Tom Gillenwater
Forest-Larry Gascenda, JudyAnn Antonio	 Southeast-Bob Leavitt, James Lesniak
Freedom- Dave Soles, Robert Hotchkiss	 Southernmost-Byron Agababian, Sandy MacLaren
Gator Alley-Rick Loy, Tina Loy	 Southwest-Frankie Kennedy, Teresa Webster
Gulf Coast-Gary VerCrouse, Tom Wallen	 Sumter County-Richard Swisher
Hillsborough-Richard Nasrallah	 Vintage-Debi Alameda, Larry Alameda
Independence-Debbie Fuchs, Jerry Fuchs	 West Coast-Mark Willett, Cynthia Willett
Indian River- Mac Magee, Tom Amspach	

President James “Doc” Reichenbach:  
Guest speaker today, Doc introduces Linda Stewart.  She gave a short talk about their toy run.  Linda presented Doc with a tool 
pouch her husband used many years ago when he was state president.  Also presents Doc with a þag they used in the 80ôs.  (Note 
from Secretary:  The acoustics in the meeting hall were such that I could not hear from my seat, I relocated to the main þoor 
where I could hear better.  I missed most of Lindaôs speech.)

Back to Doc.  There is a new chapter coming in.  Ridge Manor has been closed.  The new chapterôs name is Treasure Coast.  
Asks representative to speak.  Doc says they have 113 new members so far.  Move by Lake, second by Estero river to accept the 
new chapter.  Motion carried.

RE:  Boots ï Boots has recently had surgery.  She is back home but possibly not taking phone calls.  Those wishing to can send 
cards to Elizabeth Buchholz, PO Box 530685, DeBary FL 32753-0685.

Posters ï There is one on each table, it is the new design.  Additional copies will be available after the meeting.  Artist will be in 
Tallahassee, you can meet him there.

Doc spoke about toy run he attended for Brevard.

MC advisory council committee in Washington DC, Vehicle Miles Traveled compiled by NHTSA, stats are not correct, some 
states do not even log VMT. There will be a disclosure on their released statistics that the data may not be factual.  They also 
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discussed road hazards like detached truck treads.  Doc suggested an 800 number to call to have debris such as this removed.  
Law Enforcement does not seem to want to pick the stuff up.

Vice President Danny “Doc” Fish:   
Welcomes everyone.  Tammy has bike tickets.  Tells who is leading in sales contest.  Need inventory reports today.  Please get 
your reports in on time.  Remember, if 2000 people attend Tallahassee, he will wear the Easter bunny outýt to the capitol steps.

Secretary Bob Alexander: 
I had to move from the head table to the delegate þoor during the ýrst report.  The PA was set up so I couldnôt hear anything 
from the þoor, only the head table.

No corrections or changes to last meetingôs minutes were submitted.  Motion to accept by West Coast second by Gulf Coast,, 
the minutes as submitted.  MOTION PASSED

Treasurer Patti Nasrallah:  
Financial report in packets. MOTION to accept treasurer report  by Vintage, second by Gulf Coast,  the report as given.  
MOTION PASSED.

Back to Doc - Regarding Sport bike participation, Doc has been invited to speak in New Orleans at the 6th Annual PRO 
Convention.  The convention is from January 8th  to the 12th,  he would speak on 10th as ABATE of Florida Pres and NCOM 
chairman. 

RE:  ITS World Conference, shows diagram of suggested safety oriented bike. There will be link to this on the legislative 
webpage.

SGA “Frenchi” Morland:    
Absent excused.  Mudder ï on January 24, 2009 at 9am we will work on the security trailer at the campground, need volunteers.  
We need volunteers for bike week too.  Inventories are due today, MUST be received by end of year.

State Ofþce Manager:  
Rhonda got a new day job, Doc is going to be doing ofýce management for now.  BG is handling bike week reservations.

Membership Val Loper:  
Membership is 7,834 down 44,  Voters are 5,981 down 23.  New membership report and transfer form is available on the website.  
Awards for most new members for September is Brevard, Highest percentage growth in September is Duval, For October 
Inerstate Chapter won both awards for most new members AND highest percentage of growth.  Life cards handed out.

Masterlink Editor Bob von Bulow:  
Masterlink deadline is today, thanks for your submissions.

PR/Communications BG Lyman:  
Passed out contact sheets for media for different chapters.  Thanks Tom Gillenwater who got her started on this.  Also passed out 
suggested press releases and public service announcements we can use.  There is the Motorcycle awareness month proclamation 
from last year, and request for Charlie Christ to do it again for May 2009.  Then, there are the 2007 crash statistics that we are 
going to be working from.  Next, most memorable rides page.  Last there is a suggested proclamation that our local mayor could 
sign, we could post them in Tallahassee if we can get them.

Regarding chapter websites, many are not updated, if chapters need help, call.  
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Sport bike þyers ï we are trying to build sport bike participation.  The þyers can be separated, and information part ýlled out 
and given to us on the spot, we can build a database that way.

BGôs email address is in the Masterlink, let her know if you miss anything.  Her new mail address is P.O. Box 2809; Land óO 
Lakes FL 34639

Safety Director Lana Lang:  
Absent excused.  Deputy Safety Director will be Tom Nugent, 

Awards, mentions Ernie Gelinas from Inerstate who has been responsible for getting the program in local schools.  Certiýcates 
handed out to:  Dennis Carawan, Karen Carawan, Wayne Carawan, Felix Burguyne, Scott Turner, Ana Carawan, Special award 
to Suzanne Keen.

Products Trustee Steve “Caretaker” Knee: 
Welcome and happy holidays.  He has products that might make good Christmas presents, see him at break.  Doc ï we will do a 
new T-shirt, state approved using the art we bought for Tallahassee.

Legislative Trustee Mike Price:  
ýrst, get people signed on legislative center website.  Right now we have less than 5% of our membership signed up.  We need to 
have everybody signed up and working together, PLEASE promote this.  Could take a laptop to the meeting, log onto site, and 
sign them up at your next meeting.

Letter in packets, he has sent this letter to newly elected ofýcials, needs chapters to send a similar letter to their local newly 
elected ofýcials.  

We are supporting the new Health Insurance bill (Congressional house bill 6908) that requires (health) insurance companies to 
disclose up front any excluded coverage; this will be posted on website.

Florida Senate has put out a document that shows all committees, this will be posted on the website as well.  Doc says this is 
complete right now; Mike will get the rest of the information posted.

Bills that have been ýled ï regarding cellular phone use, there is more than one cell phone bill.  Having more than one makes 
it difýcult to decide which one to support.  SB 262, trafýc accidents blood testing ï will require blood testing when a death has 
occurred.  Seat belt law was introduced but stopped in committee last year, wants to get rid of the clause that makes seat belt a 
secondary offense.  If passed, law enforcement can stop you for seat belt violation with no other probable cause.  The reason this 
keeps coming up, additional federal money will be available to Florida if this law passes.  Darren Brooks Gator Alley brought 
up changes in statutes to change the insurance to ride helmet free (Florida Hospital Association) from $10,000 to 50,000.  Under 
this law if you cannot produce a card showing you have the insurance, your license can be revoked, and a re-instatement fee 
applied.  The problem is they want to raise this ONLY for the people that donôt wear a helmet.  Insurance is still not required for 
those that choose to wear a helmet.

Regarding the Tallahassee ride, please attend, we need to be there in force.  

Doc - Turned the meeting over to Vice President.  Vice President recognizes our Lobbyist.

Lobbyist:  “Doc” Reichenbach:  
Mike handled much of what Doc needed to talk about.

Regarding HB137, we have some work to do.  The bill sponsor has agreed to change the vertical license plate violation.  The 


