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 The submission deadline for all material
intended for publication in the Masterlink is the

bi-monthly State meetings.

DISCLAIMER
Masterlink is the ofýcial publication of ABATE of
Florida, Inc. and accepts no responsibility for the

comments or opinions contained in this publication.

DONATIONS TO
ABATE OF FLORIDA INC.
ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE

FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
You are encouraged to submit letters about ABATE related

events, stories, articles, photographs, poems, commentaries etc.

All items become the property of ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Please make items print ready. Leave at least 1/2” border on all sides.

Please do not submit slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity.

ABATE of FLORIDA INC. will not accept any advertising that
discriminates against any type of motorcyclist.

ADVERTISING RATES (PER ISSUE)
Full page $113.42             Quarter Page $33.44
Half page $56.85            Business Card $16.05

All rates show sales tax.
Those that advertise for one consecutive year in

the Masterlink (6 issues) will receive one
advertisement of equal value FREE.

Full payment must accompany ad copy and form. All ads must
be camera ready. Advertisers will receive one copy of each
issue of Masterlink in which their advertisement appears.

Non-ABATE event þyers are subject to Masterlinkôs advertising rates.
As a courtesy there is no charge for beneýt þyers.

Non-ABATE þyers are subject to space availability.

ABATE of Florida, Inc. reserves the right to accept or reject
any advertiser at the discretion of the State Board of Directors.

GOALS AND PURPOSES OF ABATE
• To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with

regard to legislative actions and events around the
state and throughout the country

• To become a powerful and viable political force in
legislative matters concerning all motorcyclists rights

Å To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE OF
FLORIDA, INC. on the state and national level

• To promote voter registration and motivate members
to write their legislators

• To promote safe riding habits without infringing on
individual rights

• To educate the public about motorcycle awareness

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT
The Masterlink is the state publication of ABATE of Florida, Inc.

Published bi-monthly (six times a year).
ABATE ofFlorida, Inc.

PO Box 2520
DeLand, Florida 32721-2520
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STATE MEETINGS 2009
	 October 10	 Hillsborough
	 December 12	 Black Creek 

NEXT STATE MEETING
Saturday, October 10, San Ant , FL

REMINDER!
Flyers for chapter and beneýt

events taking place during the months of
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2010

must be to the Masterlink Editor
by the October 2009 State Meeting.

Be sure to provide a copy of all such þyers
to each of the STATE BOD and the

State Ofýce Manager.

Thank you!

WEB SITES of INTEREST
http ://ajr.newslink.org/þnews.html

www.hsmv.state.þ.us/
www.leg.state.þ.us/

http://ama-cycle.org/legisltn/
statewatch/þ.html
www.bikernet.com
www.aimncom.com

If you ýnd a website that would be of interest to your 
fellow members please forward it to the Masterlink
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
 The summer is drawing to a close and fall is almost upon us.  It wonôt be long and the holidays will be 

here and it will be a time for family and friends to get together and celebrate.  The reason I bring this up is 
I am personally worried that maybe there wonôt be these happy times in the future if the new health care 
package is passed by Congress.  I urge everyone to read this bill and decide if it is good for you and your 
families.

   On the Florida front the motorcyclists in this state will be ýghting a huge battle in the legislature this 
year.  With the passing of the mandatory seat belt law that states; now law enforcement can stop you if they 
think your seat belt is not fastened, we are going to have our own problems caused by this law.  There is a 
law that states you must wear your seat belt but now it is a primary offence.  I have seen numerous news 
articles and people stating if they have to wear a seat belt then we should have to wear a helmet.  If these 
same people would stand up and be counted, then this law would never have passed.  

   There will other items that will concern motorcyclists including insurance and stiffer penalties for the 
people who hit and injure or kill motorcyclists.  We must be vigilant in these matters and present the true 
facts in what really happens when we are hit and in cases killed.

   The state will be electing all new members of the state cabinet in 2010.  All house seats are up for 
election and part of the state senate.  On the Congressional front we will have all members of the House of 
Representatives up for election and one Senate seat.  Throughout the next months we must learn as much 
as we can about the candidates and then decide who we will support in the primaries and general election.  
Senator Martinez has resigned his senate seat and the Governor will be picking someone to replace him for 
the ýnal year of his term.  

   The next state meeting will be held at ñSpooks and Scootsò in October and I hope everyone will attend.  
The state party will be September 5-7 at the Sertoma Youth Ranch please try and attend, it is your event.

 Until then “Ride Safe and Free”!!!



www.abate� orida.com ABATE of Florida, Inc. Page 5     

2009-2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 STATE OFFICE
ABATE of Florida, Inc.
PO Box 2520
DeLand, FL 32721-2520
(386) 943-9610 (Fax Same)
E-mail: stateofý ce@abateþ orida.com

PRESIDENT
James ñDocò Reichenbach II
PO Box 712
Silver Springs, FL 34489
(352) 625-6353 (Fax Same)
(352) 506-5001 (Pager)
E-mail: abateþ @worldnet.att.net

VICE PRESIDENT
Danny ñDocò Fish 
PO Box 2225
Pace, FL 32571-2225
(850) 994-3652
(850) 995-8517 (Fax)
E-mail: dý sh30775@bellsouth.net

SECRETARY
Bob Alexander
PO Box 848
Sebring, FL 33871-0848
(863) 385-2556
(863) 385-7236 (Fax)
E-mail: freddymac@ct.net

TREASURER
Patti Nasrallah
PO Box 16309
Temple Terrace, FL 33687-6309
(813) 695-9203
(813)664-0543
E-mail: patti.winter@gte.net

SGT. AT ARMS
Dennis ñMudderò Rudoi
P O Box 4148
Winter Park, FL 32793-4148
(407) 925-4307
Fax: (407) 699-9748
Email: statesgtatarms@abateþ orida.com

PR/COMMUNICATIONS
BG Lyman
PO Box 2809
Land O Lakes, FL 34639-2809
(386) 490-4821
E-mail: statepr-communications@abateþ orida.com

MEMBERSHIP
Val Loper
PO Box 220346
Hollywood, FL 33022-0346
Phone (954) 309-3505
E-mail: statemembership@abateþ orida.com

MASTERLINK EDITOR
Bob von Bulow
PO Box 238172
Allandale, FL 32123-8172
(386) 760-6610 (Fax Same)
E-mail: masterlinkeditor@abateþ orida.com

LEGAL COUNSEL
Larry Crow
1247 S. Pinellas Ave.
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689-3719
(727) 945-1112
(727) 945-9224 (Fax)
E-mail: crowlaw@tampabay.rr.com

LEGISLATIVE 
Darrin ñScribeò Brooks
PO BOX 10720
Naples, FL   34101-0720
(239) 398-7145
(239) 261-5795 (Fax)
E-mail: statelegislative@abateþ orida.com

PRODUCTS
Steve ñCaretakerò Knee
PO Box 2077
Pace, FL 32571-2077
(850) 529-4446
(850) 995-9113 (Fax)
E-mail: stateproducts@abateþ orida.com

DIRECTOR 0F SAFETY EDUCATION
Tom Nugent      
P.O. Box 1532
Orange Park, FL 32073-1532
(904) 703-0827
E-mail: safetydirector@abateþ orida.com

WEB SITE
http://www.abateþ orida.com

LEGISLATIVE HOT LINE
1-866-FLABATE (1-866-352-2283)
Toll Free Inside Florida Only

WEBMASTER-ASST. PR/COMM.
Dave ñLockdownò Rich
E-mail: statewebmaster@abateþ orida.com

NEXT STATE MEETING
Saturday, October 10, San Antonio, FL
SEE FLYER INSIDE FOR MORE INFORMATION
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CHAPTER UPDATE REPORT
May 2009

            NewChapter  Members  New  Renewal  Deleted  Deliquent  Voters  Life Members  Transfer  % Growth   Late  % Voters  Member

AT LARGE 529 2 0 33 8 363 448  -1.49%  69% -6 
ALACHUA 169 1 2 3 6 124 82  -2.31%  73% -5 
BIG BEND 70 0 3 12 4 59 15  -2.78%  84% -4 
BLACK CREEK 147 7 0 9 7 123 51  0.00%  84% 0  
BREVARD 353 12 13 10 11 287 142 3 1.44%  81% 1  
CALOOSAHATCHEE 302 16 8 13 41 249 50  -7.08%  82% -25 
DAYTONA BEACH 262 2 4 6 6 192 155  -1.13%  73% -4 
DUVAL 170 10 6 0 0 107 70  7.59%  63% 10 
ESTERO RIVER 308 11 4 5 10 245 73  1.32%  80% 1  
FIRST COAST 36 0 0 0 0 27 6  0.00%  75% 0  
FOREST 165 2 2 5 8 140 55  -3.51%  85% -6 
FREEDOM 98 3 4 5 10 76 36  -4.85%  78% -7 
GATOR ALLEY 447 24 22 14 32 343 204  -0.89%  77% -8 
GULF COAST 361 15 4 7 12 302 201  1.12%  84% 3  
HILLSBOROUGH 298 9 2 6 21 240 110  -3.56%  81% -12 
INDEPENDENCE 749 20 17 34 24 586 305 1 -0.13%  78% -4 
INDIAN RIVER 52 2 0 0 24 46 19 1 4.00%  88% -22 
INERSTATE 162 5 3 4 11 120 82 1 -4.14%  74% -6 
LAKE 241 5 3 19 18 177 129  -4.74%  73% -13 
NATURE COAST 92 2 3 1 2 92 20  0.00%  100% 0  
PALM BEACH 319 24 14 6 5 200 51 1 7.41%  63% 19 
PEACE RIVER 331 3 9 10 9 274 173 1 -0.90%  83% -6 
POLK COUNTY 115 0 7 5 4 89 67  -2.54%  77% -4 
PUTNAM 105 2 1 1 3 85 58 1 -0.94%  81% -1 
SEMINOLE 149 3 2 7 4 111 60 1 0.68%  74% -1 
SOUTHEAST 562 31 15 9 74 410 225 1 -6.49%  73% -43 
SOUTHERNMOST 335 7 5 5 7 263 182  0.90%  79% 0  
SOUTHWEST 140 5 5 3 5 112 63  0.72%  80% 0  
SUMTER COUNTY  27 2 0 4 31 16 1  -51.79%  59% -29 
TREASURE COAST 176 4 2 0 0 129 10 1 1.73%  73% 4  
VINTAGE 26 3 1 1 1 23 5  8.33%  88% 2  
WEST COAST 236 4 5 8 10 186 110  -1.67%  79% -6 

TOTALS 7532 236 166 245 408 5796 3258  -1.39%  77% -172
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CHAPTER UPDATE REPORT
June 2009

            NewChapter  Members  New  Renewal  Deleted  Deliquent  Voters  Life Members  Transfer  % Growth   Late  % Voters  Member

AT LARGE 531 5 0 8 3 364 448 3 0.38%  69% 2  
ALACHUA 167 5 7 5 8 122 83  -1.18%  73% -3 
BIG BEND 72 3 1 3 2 61 15  2.86%  85% 1  
BLACK CREEK 151 8 3 6 5 127 51  2.72%  84% 3  
BREVARD 350 2 3 10 5 287 142 2 -0.85%  82% -3 
CALOOSAHATCHEE 307 2 8 40 8 255 51  1.66%  83% -6 
DAYTONA BEACH 269 6 7 5 0 199 155  2.67%  74% 6  
DUVAL 181 11 3 0 1 107 71  6.47%  59% 10 
ESTERO RIVER 299 4 12 8 15 238 74  -2.92%  80% -11 
FIRST COAST 33 2 1 2 5 25 7  -8.33%  76% -3 
FOREST 159 1 6 8 7 134 55  -3.64%  84% -6 
FREEDOM 102 4 1 9 1 80 36  4.08%  78% 3  
GATOR ALLEY 458 14 19 25 11 348 207  2.46%  76% 3
GULF COAST 354 5 3 12 11 295 201  -1.94%  83% -6
HILLSBOROUGH 287 0 0 21 11 230 110  -3.69%  80% -11
INDEPENDENCE 709 11 23 22 53 565 306 1 -5.34%  80% -42
INDIAN RIVER 51 1 0 2 1 47 19  -1.92%  92% 0
INERSTATE 174 14 1 11 1 129 82  7.41%  74% 13
LAKE 246 7 3 15 4 180 129  2.07%  73% 3
NATURE COAST 91 1 7 1 3 91 20  -1.09%  100% -2
PALM BEACH 329 22 9 4 9 213 51 4 3.13%  65% 13
PEACE RIVER 332 6 4 8 5 273 174  0.30%  82% 1
POLK COUNTY 117 2 3 3 1 90 67  1.74%  77% 1
PUTNAM 107 1 3 2 0 87 58  1.90%  81% 1
SEMINOLE 151 4 2 4 2 113 60  1.34%  75% 2
SOUTHEAST 554 8 21 59 33 406 227 2 -1.42%  73% -25
SOUTHERNMOST 330 2 9 4 10 261 183  -1.49%  79% -8
SOUTHWEST 146 7 2 5 1 117 63  4.29%  80% 6
SUMTER COUNTY  17 0 0 31 8 10 1 1 -37.04%  59% -8
TREASURE COAST 185 8 0 0 0 137 10 1 5.11%  74% 8
VINTAGE 27 1 0 1 0 24 5  3.85%  89% 1
WEST COAST 238 5 3 8 5 187 110  0.85%  79% 0

TOTALS 7524 172 164 342 229 5802 3271  -0.11%  77% -57 
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ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.

DELEGATES MEETING August 8, 2009, Caloosahatchee Chapter hosting at Cape Coral
Meeting called to order at 2:01pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence to remember our service 
personnel who are currently in harms way, by President James ñDocò Reichenbach.  Board members present were: President 
James ñDocò Reichenbach,  Danny ñDocò Fish Vice President, Secretary Bob Alexander, Treasurer Patti Nasrallah, Sgt. at Arms 
Dennis ñMudderò Rudoi, Membership Trustee Val Loper, , Masterlink Editor Bob von Bulow, , and Products Trustee Steve 
ñCaretakerò Knee, Legislative Trustee Darrin ñScribeò Brooks, and State Ofýce ñBootsò.  Also present were Assistant Sgt at 
Arms TJ Painter, and  safety director Tom Nugent. 

Absent excused were, Legal Council Larry Crow,  Public Relations Ofýcer BG Lyman, Assistant Sgt at Arms Dan Daniel, and 
Assistant Legislative Sgt at Arms Mike Johnson.

The following Delegates represented their chapters: 

Alachua - Jim Burrow, Eric Litt		 Inerstate - Bobby Beasley, Dale Moore
Big Bend - Terry Mosier, Chris Allen		 Lake - Griz Deaver, Casey Staley
Black Creek - Darrell Meadows, Carol Meadows		 Nature Coast - Frank Moore, Anita Kline
Brevard - Theresa Clifton, Michael Bowden		 Palm Beach - Ed Lattari Budd Aubry
Caloosahatchee - Trudi Steel, Roy Steel		 Peace River - Bill Bird, Bill Neal
Daytona Beach - John Banta, James Hoffman		 Polk County - Christian Brandfass, Patty Brandfass
Duval - Paul H Casper (sic), Lee Johnson		 Putnam County - Pauline Sasser, Herlon Sasser
Estero River - Kinsey Winstead, Larry Peterson		 Seminole County - Janet Angel, Terry Angel
First Coast - Wanda Garrison		 Southeast - Chris Sharp, Paul A. Meleer
Forest - Paul Antonio, Judyann Antonio		 Southernmost - William Rizzo, Kyle Cholmandeley (sic)
Freedom - Rose Ann Nutt		 Southwest - Robert Litterello, Frankie Kennedy
Gator Alley - Bill Ratcliff, John Stevens		 Sumter County - Richard Swisher, Michael Hall
Gulf Coast - Satch VerCrouse, Tom Wallen		 Treasure Coast - Gary Ortner, Janice Roy
Hillsborough - Milton Gonzales, James Sewell		 Vintage - Katrina Nager, Jeff ñJinxò Nager
Independence - Carol Green, Larry Green		 West Coast - Mark Willett, Jim Moser
Indian River - Lisa Cutts	

President James “Doc” Reichenbach: Regarding products sold at state meetings, if you are not the chapter hosting, your 
chapter products are not to be sold.  

Thanks to everyone who came to seminars, they will be done again next year.
 
Vice President Danny “Doc” Fish: Make sure your chapter is getting their minutes to the state ofýce, as well as each chapter 
president.  If you email your newsletters, make sure each state board member gets one.   

Secretary Bob Alexander: No corrections or additions.  Moved by Lake, second by Forest  to accept minutes as written, 
passes.  

Treasurer Patti Nasrallah: treasurer report in packets.  Moved by Putman second by Vintage to accept treasurer report.  
MOTION PASSED.

SGA “Mudder: State party coming up, he needs help with security.

State Ofþce Manager: Boots ï Flyers and insurance requests are now coming back to state ofýce. Remember not to place 
periods in ñABATEò, also Florida is spelled out not abbreviated.  Some chapters still have not turned in updates



www.abate�orida.com	 ABATE of Florida, Inc.	 Page �     

Membership Val Loper:  Membership is 7,524 down 114, Voters are 5,802 up 67.    May Most New members is Palm Beach, 
May Highest Percentage of Growth is Vintage.  June Most New Members tie between Palm Beach and Inerstate, June Highest 
Percentage of Growth is Inerstate

Masterlink Editor Bob von Bulow: we are going to include the Masterlink on the website, but we will continue to mail as 
before.  We will not be totally on-line for awhile if ever.  Boots:  regarding chapter updates, please do not send them to Bob v 
directly, they MUST go to the state ofýce ýrst.  

Independence – re:  monthly newsletter, bylaw states everyone will receive one, does email satisfy this?  Bob v says yes, but if 
member cannot receive one electronically, a hardcopy must be provided.  

PR/Communications Lockdown (BG absent excused): RE: Website, online advertising is happening, keep watching.  We 
have decided to try to get all chapters to have ABATE of Florida Inc. email addresses.  This will not cost the chapters anything.  
We are contacting chapters a couple at a time.  The beneýts are, if chapter ofýcers change, email addresses will remain the same.  
We need access codes and passwords for all chapter sites.  New SOPôS for websites are available.  Statistics on website, reads 
scope of hits, we are getting contacts from all over the world.  What search criteria do they use to get to us? Helmet laws top the 
list.  

RE: PR - please ask all chapter ofýcers to write something for their newsletters.  Promote events, help build your funds.  Carry 
membership applications with you at all times.  

Brainstorm among yourselves; ýnd new ways to promote bike ticket sales.  

Lockdownôs contact information is:  lockdowninc@comcast.net or cell 239-285-4011

Safety Director Tom Nugent: Thanks to Forest Chapter for getting the safety supplies here today.  Regarding allowing local 
TV stations access to our safety videos, Larry has approved a letter that we can send, basically says they will not change it, will 
play it in its entirety, and will give us credit.  

Safety materials are not to decorate houses of your members, they are to be distributed to the public.  Distribute at classrooms, 
bike nights, target OUTSIDERS, not necessarily members.

Chris Sharp mentions magnets for cars and trucks.  Says he has three or four at all times on his truck, when he is asked, he gives 
one away.  

Tom ï must get reports from chapters, or materials will not be given out.  He has a supply of þash drives, they are in your 
packets.  Please give them to your safety director, secretary and president.

On Saturday Sept 26, 2009  10am-2pm at Middleburg, we have scheduled a room, will go through an MSAP presentation.   We 
will be doing more of them in other regions.   

RE: Motorcycle Safety Commission, Doc has a seat for the November meeting, but he will not be able to go as he must be in 
Washington DC.  He will decide who is going in his place.

Products Trustee Steve “Caretaker” Knee: Shows ofýcial ñBoots Listò patch.  Suppliers are having trouble getting some sizes 
on life shirts, this should be resolved shortly.  

Legislative Trustee Darren Brooks:  be cognizant of how your legislatorôs minds work, note how your actions affect ABATE 
and the cause as a whole.  Watch your image.  This time of year is the slow time in legislature, this should be the busiest time for 
your trustees.  They should be meeting them in their ofýces and meeting their staff. Staff members are the gatekeepers to the 
legislators.  Good relationships now will help you immensely when session begins. 

Presidents should go with the trustees to meet the legislators.   August newsletter legislative voice should be coming out soon.  

We need clariýcation on our policy for endorsing a candidate.  It is unclear if we are allowed to speciýcally support one 
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candidate over another, so at this point we are not publically endorsing any single candidate.  But you can support someone as an 
individual.  Chris Sharp says they publish a guide that states who supports certain issues to help members make up their mind

Make sure any information you give out is factual.    

Lobbyist – Doc: RE: bill 2282 (ýrst responders bill), Doc received a thank you from David A Sampson (property casualty 
insurers) for the support we gave them on this bill.  We also got a letter from their lobbyist thanking us.  

Second, Doc received an email that made the statement the lobbyist is a paid employee.  This is not true, the lobbyist is an 
independent contractor NOT an employee.  

Also, the email said we support term limits.  We have never supported term limits.  

Bills ï will draft our bills in September.  This is the year all legislators will be coming to us, they will need money.  We have 
votes.  Make sure they know we have votes.  Senator Martinez has resigned; governor will have to appoint somebody.  Stiffer 
penalties will be done again.  Expect a helmet law bill this year.  Doc will be talking to Bill McCollum, see where he stands.  
Doc has invited him to speak at one of our meetings.  

At the end of session for the stiffer penalties bill, Satch asks if he would mind if some members came up to speak, Doc says ýne, 
but he wants to know what will be said.  

The support we get in Tallahassee is important.  Legislators ask Doc in the hall when the event is coming up.  We need you to 
show up for this, if any single event needs to be supported, this is the one.  

Paul from Forest Chapter ï Asks if since helmets are not standard equipment on motorcycles by manufacturers like seat belts 
are in cars, is it possible we cannot be required to wear one?  Doc thinks this is probably not productive line of thinking at this 
time.

Also, there will probably be a bill to require insurance for motorcycles.  

All chapters should have received state fact sheet by now.  

Strongbow notes sport bike riders object to ABATESô stand on helmets.  Notes, it has always been our position that helmets are 
freedom of choice for a responsible adult, in NO WAY are we anti-helmet.  We are pro FREEDOM OF CHOICE.  

Gator Alley ï presents an award for Doc for service.  Heartfelt thanks from Southwest Chapters.  

Vice president ï back to president.

Legal Council Larry Crow: Nothing new on legal front.  Doc ï West Coast toy run lawsuit is settled.    

NCOM: planning is coming along; Doc wants us to present our safety program there.  Five Star chapters will to do a hospitality 
suite.  Hotel Marriott will donate a room, we donôt know if we are allowed give away beer, the hotel needs to consult their 
corporate policy.  Estero ï Tammy ï this is an opportunity to show rest of the country what good work we have done.  Five stars 
will organize it, but it is for the beneýt of all of us.  Wants all the conventioneers to see what we have done.  She would like 
chapters to donate of they could, send donations to Southwest.  Banners from individual chapters can be shown.  

BG will be in charge of ñWomen in Motorcyclingò at the convention.  More seminars will be developed.

MRF / AMA: MRF is concentrating on health care, you really need to read the bill.  If it passes in the form its written, some 
of your insurance will go by the wayside.  It hasnôt been said how it will affect the VA insurance.  Chris Sharp reiterates the 
seriousness of this bill, how important it is to read and understand this.  AMA ï nothing from them in awhile.  


